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Our    Missionary    Conference 


I  N  the  life  of  every  person  there  are 
V  memories  that  are  more  outstanding 
than  others.  These  memories  become 
some  of  our  most  treasured  and  priceless 
possessions.  To  many  of  us,  this  Con-:; 
ference  is  one  of  those  valued  experiences 
that  will  be  an  influence  for  good  in  our 
lives. 

Each  missionary  looked  forward  to  our 
annual  gathering  with  a  great  deal  of 
anticipation.  As  the  time  drew  near,  in- 
terest increased.  We  expected  much  joy 
and  pleasure,  and  were  not  disappointed. 

The  six  Natal  Elders,  Elders  Price, 
Norr,  Bowles,  Thackery,  Berlin  and 
Jenkins,  were  the  first  to  arrive  early  on 
Friday  morning,   December    19th. 

Ten  Transvaal  Elders,  Elders  Rozsa, 
Ruttler,  Chandler,  Jewkes,  Rowland, 
Sharp,  Braithwaite,  Morgan,  Cheney  and 
Paxman,  came  a  few  hours  later.  During 
the  afternoon  Elders  Crane  and  Roberts 
arrived  from  East  London.  The  follow- 
ing morning  Elders  Barrett  and  Perry 
arrived  from  Port  Elizabeth. 

Through  the  splendid  co-operation  of 
the  South  African  Railways  all  our  pre- 
arranged travel  schedules  were  carried  out 
without  incident,  both  coming  and  going, 
for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

With  the  helpful  assistance  of  the  mem- 
bers,   very    comfortable    accommodation 


were  in  readiness  and  everything  possible 
was  done  for  the  Elders. 

The  members  of  the  Mission  Presidency 
presided  during  the  Conference. 

Our  first  preliminary  meeting  was  held 
Saturday  evening,  the  time  was  given  to 
greetings  and  instructions ;  the  latter  part 
of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  an  Elders' 
Chorus  Practice  under  the  direction  of 
Sister  Ida  G.  Sharp,  with  Sister  Cathe- 
rine   Poulter    accompanist. 

Throughqut  the  entire  Conference 
period,  Bro.  Evan  P.  Wright  was  our 
especially  invited  and  welcomed  guest. 
He  gave  good  and  wise  counsel  from  a 
missionary  as  well  as  from  a  member's 
point  of  view.  Bro.  Wright  has  been  a 
member  of  the  South  African  Mission 
much  of  the  time  since  his  missionary 
days.  He  has  since  returned  for  perma- 
nent residence  to  Utah. 

The  Sunday   Morning  Conference  Ser- 

f  vice  convened  at   10.30  a.m    with  "'^resi- 

I  dent    Sharp    presiding    and    condue|;;iri.g. 

"Come,  Come  Ye  Saints"  seemed  ,£6  be,;ji 

most  suitable  song.   Bro.  Thomas  Wilson 

offered   the   invocation   and   his   blessing 

on f the    Conference    sessions    were    fiilfy 

realised.*    ..  *&\     ' 

^During  the  service  Elders  Donald  £M. 

Crane,    Marquis    S.    Cheney,    and    AlvTh 

O.  Price  were  the  first  group  of  speakers. 
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Elder  J.  Paul  Jewkes  sang  "Friend  O' 
Mine"  and  the  second  group  was  Elders 
Harvey  G.  Evans,  Earl  Phillip  Morgan, 
and  George  Phillip  Margetts.  Each  spoke 
on  a  gospel  subject  of  his  own  choosing. 

The  closing  song,  the  "  Missionary 
Hymn,"  was  sung  by  the  Cape  Mission- 
aries. The  benediction  was  offered  by 
Bro.    Peter   Gilmour;    106  in  attendance. 

The    afternoon    session,    conducted    by 
i  'der  William  I.  Poulter,  of  the  Mission 
Presidency. 

Elder  Morgan  offered  the  invocation, 
and  the  hymn  "The  Spirit  of  God  Like  a 
Fire  is  Burning"  was  sung.  During  this 
service  six  Elders  spoke.  They  were : 
Elders  George  R.  Bowles,  Jule  C.  Perry, 
Jack  H.  Braithwaite,  Alan  G.  Sharp, 
Leonard  K.  Roberts,  and  Merlin  H. 
Workman.  During  the  service  Elder 
Poulter  sang  the  "Holy  City". 

The  Mowbray  Branch  Gleaner  Girls' 
Chorus  sang  the  closing  number.  "The 
Lord's  Prayer"  Benediction  by  President 
June  B.  Sharp.     54  present. 

The  evening  service  was  well  attended, 
136  being  present.  President  Sharp  con- 
ducted. The  Mowbray  Branch  Choir 
sang  two  Christmas  numbers,  "The  First 
Noel"  and  "O  Little  Town  of  Bethle- 
hem". After  the  sacrament  song,  "Hear 
Us  Pray",  and  the  sacrament,  Elders  Le 
Grand  Barrett  and  Milton  V.  Backman 
spoke.  The  choir  sang  "Come  Unto 
Christ".  Elder  Garth  M.  Paxman  dis- 
cussed the  subject,  "The  Family  Unit", 
and  Kenneth  H.  Mitchell  "The  First  Prin- 
ciples of  Salvation".  A  congregational 
hymn,  "Far,  Far  Away".  The  conclud- 
ing speakers  of  the  service  were  Elders 
Asa  T.  White  and  William  I.  Poulter. 

"For  the  Strength  of  the  Hills'  was 
sung  by  the  thirty-five  Elders.  The  song 
proved  to  be  a  most  fitting  climax  to  a 
day  of  spiritual  feasting.  A  day  that 
shall  be  long  remembered  by  those  who 
attended.  Elder  Allen  C.  Rozsa  gave 
the   closing    prayer. 

Monday  morning  from  9.30  till  dinner 


time  a  round  table  discussion  was  directed 
by  Elder  Dean  T.  Berlin  on  the  import- 
ance and  most  effecting  methods  of  tract- 
s- 
Elder  Robert  B.  Herzog  gave  instruc- 
tions on  effective  public  speaking  and 
urged  all  to  give  careful  attention  to  this 
important  part  of  missionary  activity. 
Elder  William  I.  Poulter  directed  the 
discussion  of  relationship  between  senior 
and  junior  companions.  Especially  em- 
phasising the  importance  of  a  good  start 
in  the  first  few  months'  work  of  the  new 
missionary. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  visiting  and 
preparing  for  the  evening  concert.  The 
concert  was  filled  with  music,  character 
dances  by  Renee  Hubert,  songs  and  skits 
by  the  Elders.  Each  item  of  unusual 
interest,  especially  Elders  Price  and 
Norr. 

Tuesday  was  games  day.  In  the  morn- 
ing basketball  practice  and  a  baseball 
game  in  the  afternoon.  The  Transvaal- 
Natal  versus  Cape  Elders.  The  results, 
besides  another  win  for  "Cumorah",  were 
many  a  freak  play  and  tired  muscles,  es- 
pecially for  Bro.  Evan  Wright. 

The  Christmas  Service  during  the  even- 
ing was  of  carols  by  the  congregation, 
"O  Holy  Night"  by  the  Gleaner  Girls' 
Chorus.  Talks  by  Elders  Dean  T.  Berlin 
and  Le  Roy  Stevens.  Special  tributes 
were  paid  to  the  life  of  the  Saviour  and 
to  Joseph  Smith.  A  Christmas  story  war. 
given  by  Sister  Cathrine  C.  Poulter. 

A  trip  up  Table  Mountain  was  planned 
for  Wednesday,  but  the  heavy  mist  on 
the  mountain  ruled  otherwise.  The  day 
was  then  spent  visiting  and  sightseeing. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  evening  all 
met  at  the  home  of  Sister  Jenning's  for 
community  songs  and  refreshments.  Back 
at  Cumorah  we  gathered  around  the 
Christmas  tree.  Father  Christmas  distri- 
buted presents  from  home  and  from  each 
other.  Forty-one  stockings  hung  in  a 
row  filled  with  the  usual  good  things. 
Each  one  present  received  a  small  ebon}' 
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elephant  and  a  message,  "The  elephant 
never  forgets.  May  this  little  elephant 
remind  you  of  the  1947  South  African 
Conference"  and  "Once  a  missionary  al- 
ways, a  missionary."  Midst  all  these  fes- 
tivities, there  was  still  room  to  "dream 
of  a  white  Christmas." 

Early  Christmas  morning  two  Elders 
arrived  at  the  Cape  Town  Docks,  Elders 
Glen  J.  Pinegar  and  Richard  J.  Reisner. 
To  give  them  a  special  welcome  all  the 
missionaries  met  them  and  sang  Christmas 
carols,  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
ship's   passengers   and   crew. 

Christmas  was  a  free  day  for  visiting. 
Previously,  the  members  of  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict had  very  thoughtfully  prepared  all 
that  could  be  desired  for  a  wonderful 
Christmas  dinner.  A  very  large  turkey, 
several  chickens,  baked  ham,  cakes  and 
money  to  buy  all  the  other  requirements. 
Lack  of  physical  capacity  hindered  show- 
ing complete  appreciation. 

Friday  from  8.15  a.m.  to  2.45  p.m., 
all  met  in  a  fast  and  testimony  meeting. 
The  blessings  enjoyed  on  this  wonderful 
occasion  will  long  live  in  the  memory  of 
those  present.  Each  one  bore  testimony 
of  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  they  are 
enjoying  and  expressed  their  gratitude 
for   the    privilege   01    missionary    service. 

For  more  than  three  hours  Saturday 
morning  we  enjoyed  a  round  table  dis- 
cussion. Bro.  Evan  Wright  gave  very 
timely  counsel  from  a  mission  member's 
point  of  view  as  well  as  that  of  a  mis- 
sionary. Sister  La  June  Sharp  gave  a 
talk  on  the  do's  and  don'ts  of  table  eti- 
quette. Elder  Allen  C.  Rozsa  lead  a 
discussion  on  properly  accounting  for  our 
time  spent  in  missionary  service  and  the 
careful  relationship  of  the  Elders  to  the 
members  and  friends. 

During  the  evening  a  demonstration 
basketball  game  was  played  by  the  Eiders 
in  the  Drill  Hall.  About  250  people 
attended  and  enjoyed  the  game  very 
much.  This  should  be  the  beginning  of 
a  new  sports  game  in  South  Africa. 


The  closing  day  of  the  ^Conference, 
three  inspirational  services  were  held. 
At  the  morning  sacramental  services 
Elders  J.  Richard  Clarke,  Sister  Helen 
Sharp  and  Elder  Marriner  K.  Norr  were 
the  first  group  of  speakers.  "The  Lord's 
Prayer's  was  sung  by  Elder  Poulter. 
Calvin  George  Webb,  Grant  F.  Chandler 
and  Robert  B.  Herzog  were  the  next 
group  of  speakers.  The  Ramah  Chorus 
sung  the  closing  song.  The  invocation 
was  given  by  Bro.  Wallace  Julyan  and 
the  benediction  by  Leslie  R.  Halse. 

During  the  afternoon  Elders  Oscar 
Juan  Whiting,  Darrell  Roy  Thackery, 
Oscar  Gerald  Rowland  and  Richard 
Junior  Reisner  spoke.  Elder  Jesse  Paul 
Jewkes  sang  a  solo,  "I  Had  A  Little  Talk 
With  The  Lord."  Elders  Glen  Jolly 
Pinegar,  Dayle  Fred  Jenkins  and  Duane 
Shelton  Williams  were  the  speakers.  In- 
vocation was  offered  by  Elder  Dean  T. 
Berlin  and  the  benediction  by  Milton  V. 
Backman. 

At  the  concluding  service  the  choir  sang- 
"O  Divine  Redeemer."  Invocation  by 
Bro.  Daniel  A.  Cherrett.  After  the  Sac- 
ramental song  and  the  Sacrament,  Elder 
Allen  Clair  Rozsa,  Sister  Ida  Giles  Sharp 
and  Elder  Jesse  Paul  Jewkes  spoke.  Con- 
gregational song,  "Redeemer  of  Israel." 
The  concluding  group  of  speakers  were 
Kenneth  L.  Kuttler,  Bro.  Thomas  Y. 
Wilson,  of  the  Mission  Presidency,  and 
Bro.  Evan  P.  Wright,  and  a  brief  closing 
message  by  President  June  B.  Sharp. 
The  Elders'  chorus  sang  "Sweet  is  the 
Work"  and  the  dismissal  prayer  by  Elder 
Alvin  O.  Price. 

Sister  Maggie  Park  and  Elenor  Helm 
were  the  accompanists  at  the  organ 
throughout  the  Conference. 

Three  Elders  left  for  Natal  Sunday 
evening   after  church. 

During  Monday  the  other  Elders  left 
for  their  respective  fields,  except  Elders 
Crane  and  Roberts,  who  left  Tuesday 
night  for  East  London. 

Each  one  expressed  a  sincere  apprecia- 
tion for  the  inspiration  attained,  the 
privilege  of  establishing  new  friendships 
and  the  opportunity  to  renew  former  ac- 
quaintances. 
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DUTCH    MISSION 


"Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that 
curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate 
you,  and  pray  for  them  that  spitefully 
use  you  and  persecute  you."  {Mat hew 

5=44-) 

IN  the  first  week  of  November  ten  huge 
trucks  moved  across  Holland.  They 
headed  towards  the  east  and  contained 
a  costly  cargo — seventy-five  tons  of  pota- 
toes, a  gift  from  the  Dutch  Church  mem- 
bers to  the  Saints  in  Germany. 

Here  is  the  story  of  these  potatoes : 

In  1945  when  Holland  was  liberated 
from  five  years  of  German  occupation,  it 
was  completely  exhausted  of  nearly  all 
of  its  resources.  What  a  joy  it  was  when 
the  mission's  first  welfare  goods  were  re- 
ceived. No  words  can  describe  the  thank- 
fulness of  the  members  when  they  were 
supplied  with  food  and  clothing  from 
Zion. 

For  eighteen  months  a  group  of  mis- 
sionaries and  local  members  worked  day 
after  day  in  the  central  welfare  house  in 
The  Hague  to  supply  the  members  with 
necessary  clothing  and  to  distribute  cans 
of  vegetables  and  fruit  to  them  regularly. 

Special  meetings  were  called  for  this 
purpose  in  order  to  convey  to  the  mem- 
bers the  depth  and  beauty  of  the  Wel- 
fare Plan. 

In  the  spring  of  1947,  the  members 
within  the  Dutch  mission  were  asked  to 
begin  a  Welfare  Project  of  their  own. 
The  proposal  was  welcomed  with  en- 
thusiasm. There  was  nothing  the  Saints 
would  rather  do  than  show  their  willing- 
ness to  give  as  well  as  receive.  The 
priesthood  went  to  work  and  within  a 
short  time  every  quorum  had  found  a 
suitable  piece  of  land  for  the  project.  It 
was  recommended  that  potatoes  and  green 
vegetables  such  as  beans,  peas  and  cab- 
bage be  grown.  Potatoes  are  the  basic 
food  of  Holland  since  they  yield  an 
abundant   harvest.      The   women   as   well 
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as  the  men  worked  the  entire  summer  on 
the  land. 

In  many  branches  the  planting  of 
potatoes  was  made  a  special  occasion, 
and  the  branch  members  turned  out  en 
masse.  There  was  singing,  speaking 
and  praying,  at  the  end  of  which  the 
potatoes  were  entrusted  to  the  soil. 
Soon  there  came  news  of  good  pros- 
pects for  the  harvest  and  cautious  esti- 
mates were  made  as  to  how  large  the 
yield  woidd  be. 

Then  came  the  day  v/hen  President 
Walter  Stover  visited  the  Dutch  Mission 
and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  told  of  the 
hunger  of  the  Church  members  in  Ger- 
many. A  thought  came  to  President 
Zappey  but  he  did  not  dare  express  it. 

"If  we — if  we  could  only  give  our 
potatoes  to  the  members  of  our  Church 
in  Germany.  W hat  a  beautiful  lesson 
could  be  learned  from  this;  but  what 
would  they  say  if  we  should  ask  them 
for  the  food  for  which  they  had  worked 
so  hard  to  give  to  the  people  ivho  had 
caused  them  such  suffering  and  depre- 
dation— the  people  who  had  ruthlessly 
confiscated  the  last  bit  of  their  food 
and  exposed  their  little  children  to 
starvation.  And  if  they  should  ap- 
prove of  the  idea,  how  would  we  be 
able  to  export  the  potatoes,  fot  the 
exportation  of  food  to  Germany  is 
strictly  forbidden  by  the  Dutch  gov- 
ernment, because  the  Dutch  people 
don't  possess  sufficient  food  for  their 
own  use." 

But  the  idea  would  not  let  the  mission 
leaders  rest  for  they  saw  constantly  in 
their  minds  the  picture  of  their  hungry 
brothers  and  sisters  sitting  down  to  the 
dinner  table  with  nothing  to  eat.  Care- 
fully they  began  to  inquire  for  the  re- 
action of  the  Dutch  members  to  the  plan 
which  they  had  in  their  minds. 

The  result  was  startling.     The  Saints 
thought    it    a    wonderful    plan.       The 
OFFICE  LIBRAfoY 
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word  "enemy"  zuas  not  heard.  The 
progress  of  the  potato  project  was  now 
watched  with  double  interest  and 
proudly  came  the  reports,  "We  have  so 
many  potatoes  for  Germany "  and 
"We  have  so  much." 

The  harvest,  again  with  the  help  of  all 
the  branch  members,  was  reaped,  and 
especially  in  Groningen,  the  most  nor- 
therly section  of  Holland,  the  people 
united  to  work  as  one  man  in  performing 
the  task.  Trucks  from  all  quarters  of 
Holland  began  to  arrive  in  The  Hague. 

Often  the  trucks  arrived  late  at  night 
but  there  were  always  willing  hands  to 
help. 

In  one  instance  the  truck  arrived  at  the 
Mission  Home  in  The  Hague  at  ten 
o'clock ,  in  the  evening,  and  in  company 
with  the  president  proceeded  to  the 
Church  where  the  choir  was  adjourning 
their  practice  session.  '  Immediately  the 
male  members  of  the  choir  boarded  the 
truck  and  rode  to  the  warehouse  where 
the  heavy  sacks  were  unloaded  from  the 
truck  and  stacked  in  the  warehouse. 

The  branch  presidents  were  informed 
that  they  might  keep  a  portion  of  the 
food  for  distribution  among  the  widows 
and  needy  in  the  various  areas.  This 
would  surely  be  welcomed  since  food  is 
now  very  expensive  in  Holland  and 
during  the  winter  months  is  far  from 
abundant. 

The  reaction  of  the  Saints  was  ex- 
emplified by  the  words  of  an  old  widow 
who  was  given  a  sack  of  potatoes. 
When  she  heard  that  the  potatoes  zvere 
to  be  given  to  the  members  in  Germany 
as  part  of  the  W  elf  are  Programme,  she 
said,  "My  potatoes  must  be  with  them" 
and  she  returned  the  sack  of  potatoes. 

In  the  meantime,  President  Zappey  had 
begun  the  task  of  gaining  permission  of 
the  Netherlands  government  to  export  the 
potatoes  to  Germany.  With  a  prayer  in 
his  heart,  a  letter  was  composed  and  sent 
to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Food 
Supply.     The  answer  came  as  a  blow. 


"The  exporting  of  food  is  absolutely 
not  permitted,  and  under  no  circum- 
stances can  or  zvill  there  be  an  exception 
madp." 

But  then  the  Lord  intervened.  A  few 
days  later  Elder  Alma  Sonne,  President 
ol  the  European  Mission,  visited  Hol- 
land. He  returned  to  England  a  few 
days  later  by  plane.  As  he  and  President 
Zappey  stood  talking  with  the  customs 
officials  who  were  getting  routine  infor- 
mation, the  passenger  standing  in  front 
of  him  upon  hearing  the  voice  of  Presi- 
dent Sonne  turned  suddenly  around  and 
cried,  "Why  Alma,  is  that  you  ?" 

It  was  Dr.  P.  Vincent  Cardon  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, who  is  a  member  of  the  Church  and 
a  boyhood  friend  of  President  Sonne  in 
Logan,   Utah. 

He  had  attended  a  conference,  in  the 
capacity  of  Chairman  of  the  Standing 
Advisory  Committee  of  Agriculture, 
Food,  and  Agricultural  Organisations  of 
the  United  Nations,  in  Geneva,  Switzer- 
land, and  had  been  asked  in  Geneva  to 
go  to  The  Hague  for  a  conference  on  the 
animal  feed  stuffs  situation  in  Europe. 
This  conference  was  attended  by  the 
ministers  of  France,  Belgium  and  Hol- 
land and  Doctor  Cardon  represented  the 
United  States.  His  regular  duties  arc 
with  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  as  Administrator  of  Research. 

He  had  been  unable  to  obtain"  passage 
between  Amsterdam  and  New  York  and 
so  he  was  flying  from  Amsterdam  to 
London  on  the  same  flight  as  President 
Sonne.  Just  at  the  moment  before  the 
plane's  departure,  Dr.  Cardon  was  called 
to  the  telephone  by  the  Dutch  Minister 
of  Food  Supply  who  told  him  he  might 
be  able  to  secure  passage  even  at  that  late 
date  from  Amsterdam  to  New  York. 

While  Dr.  Cardon  was  on  the  tele- 
phone, President  Zappey  felt  the  letter 
of  rejection  zvritten  by  this  same  mini- 
ster "burn  in  his  pocket." 

He  explained  to  President  Sonne  that 
a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Minister  of 
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Food  Supply  could  do  wonders  toward 
accomplishing  his  purpose.  The  last 
thing  that  President  Sonne  said  as  he 
stepped  into  the  waiting  plane  was, 
"President  Zappey,  I  promise  you  that  I 
will  obtain  a  letter  of  introduction  from 
Dr.  Cardon." 

Why  should  President  Sonne  return 
to  London  on  this  particular  day?  Why 
was  it  just  at  the  time  zvhen  passage  on 
the  plane  from  Amsterdam  to  New  York 
was  unavailable ,  making  it  necessary 
for  Dr.  Cardon  to  fly  to  London?  Why 
was  it  that  President  Sonne  should  take 
the  same  flight  to  London  ivhen  there 
are  five  flights  daily  between  Amster- 
dam and  London?  For  days  and  days 
and  time  and  time  again,  this  matter 
had  been  made  a  matter  of  prayer— 
that  the  Lord  zvould  open  the  way  so 
that  the  Dutch  Saints  would  be  able  to 
send  these  potatoes  to  the  suffering 
German  Saints.  The  Lord  is  continu- 
ally guiding  His  children  and  answer- 
ing their  prayers  zvhen  they  ask  Him 
in  righteousness  for  help  if  they  have 
exerted  their  ozvn  efforts  to  the  utmost. 

President  Sonne's  promise  was  kept 
and  the  letter  of  introduction  arrived. 
Armed  with  the  letter,  President  Zappey 
again  visited  the  government  offices.  The 
letter  proved  to  be  a  means  of  opening 
all  doors  to  him.  President  Zappey  was 
allowed  to  explain  his  plan  personally  to 
the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Food  Supply.  He  asked  for 
a  licence  to  export  fifteen  tons  of  pota- 
toes. (This  was  the  approximate  esti- 
mate of  what  the  entire  harvest  would 
be.) 

President  Zappey  received  the  answer 
that  his  purpose  was  beautiful  and  de- 
served the  respect  of  others,  but  under  no 
circumstances  could  permission  be  granted 
to  export  food.  Since  President  Zappey 
had  the  letter  of  introduction,  he  was  not 
prone  to  yield.  He  pleaded  tenaciously 
until  at  last  he  was  promised  that  his 
request  should  be  voiced  personally  to  the 
minister  himself. 


The  next  day  a  telephone  message  to 
the  Mission  Home  told  that  the  request 
zvas  approved. 

There  was  great  joy  at  the  mission 
office,  but  now  it  appeared  that  the  har- 
vest was  to  be  five  times  as  large  as 
originally  anticipated.  The  great  abun- 
dance with  which  the  Lord  had  bestowed 
His  blessings  upon  this  work  could  be 
seen  by  all.  Once  more  President  Zappey 
returned  to  Engineer  Keyser,  the  direc- 
tor, to  explain  the  situation.  It  was  the 
minister  himself  who  again  had  to  make 
the  decision.  After  a  day  of  great 
anxiety  the  answer  came. 

//  would  be  allowed  but  it  was  to  be 
a  great  exception.  Every  other  church 
and  relief  organisation  which  had  pre- 
sented similar  proposals  had  been  re- 
fused. 

President  Stover  of  the  East  German 
Mission  and  President  Wunderlich  of  the 
West  German  Mission  were  informed  of 
the  good  news.  Transportation  com- 
panies were  contacted,  trucks  were 
ordered,  and  export  licences  were  applied 
for.  It  was  thought  that  this  could  be 
arranged  in  a  few  days,  but  another 
great  disappointment  was  in  store. 

Now  it  appeared  that  not  only  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Food  Sup- 
ply, but  also  the  Bureau  of  Potato  Direc- 
torate informed  President  Zappey  that  he 
was  the  only  person  who  had  anything  to 
say  about  the  potato  supply  in  Holland, 
and  that  he  couldn't  think  of  extending 
permission   to  export   potatoes. 

President  Zappey  informed  the  aston- 
ished men  that  these  potatoes  belonged  to 
the  Lord,  and  if  it  be  His  will,  the  Lord 
would  see  that  they  came  to  Germany. 

Words  can  scarcely  describe  the  effort 
exerted  by  President  Zappey  in  this  pro- 
ject of  obtaining  permission  to  export  the 
potatoes.  He  spent  day  after  day  in  the 
different  government  buildings,  time  and 
again  explaining  the  significance  of  the 
Church  Welfare  Plan.  After  a  week  -of 
repeated  refusals,  a  way  was  finally 
found.  (Continued  on  page  11.) 
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BECAUSE  of  certain  difficulties  it  was 
found  necessary  to  run  the  January 
and  February  issue  of  the  "Cumorah 
Southern  Messenger"  together.  We  sin- 
cerely hope  the  many  readers  of  this 
paper  will  forgive  us  for  some  of  the 
lateness  of  the  following  news.  Thanks. 
(Editor.) 

From  Port  Elizabeth  we  find  that  dur- 
ing the  month  of  December,  Brother  and 
Sister  Otto  and  Estella  Doller  and  family 
visited  their  relatives  in  P.E.  for  the 
holidays  and  have  since  returned  to 
Naauwpoort  after  having  an  excellent  va- 
cation. As  it  was  vacation  time  for  every- 
one we  find  many  others  taking  trips 
about  the  country,  and  among  those  who 
came  and  went  are :  Clarence  and  Earnest 
Doller  on  a  quick  trip  to  Cape  Town  on 
their  motor-bikes;  Sister  Schickel  went  to 
Alicedale  for  a  week-end;  Brother  and 
Sister  Everton  and  family  spent  a  short 
time  at  Alexander  Beach,  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Trollop  also  came  to  Cape  Town 
and  then  on  to  Port  Alfred.  We  were 
sorry  to  hear  that  Sister  Bertha  Smith 
had  to  spend  some  time  ir.  the  hospital 
and  that  Sister  Anderson's  child  Iris  had 
to  have  an  appendicitis  operation,  but  we 
sincerely  hope  that  they  are  both  better 
and  are  at  their  homes  again.  The  P.E. 
Relief  Society  had  a  closing  Bazaar  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November  that  turned 
out  very  successfully.  During  the  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year  holidays  everyone 
thoroughly   enjoyed   themselves. 

The  Christmas  season  in  Springs  was 
highlighted  by  the  Christmas  tree  party 
for  the  Sunday  School  and  Primary  chil- 
dren. Through  the  help  of  Sister  Arm- 
strong and  Sister  Wilson  the  party  was 
a  huge  success.  We  wish  to  extend  our 
congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Hanekom  on  the  safe  arrival  of  their  baby 
daughter  on  the  27th  of  December.  From 
the  Springs  news  we  learn  that  Brother 
Moroni     Van     Molendorff     and     Tommy 


Futter  have  returned  to  Springs  to  work 
and  they  are  indeed  welcomed  back  by  all 
of  the  members.  Brother  Wilfred  Wood- 
ruff Van  Molendorff  was  also  back  for 
his  annual  vacation.  On  the  8th  of 
January  Marlene  Louw  and  Dawhn  Van 
Niekerk  were  baptized  by  Brother  I.  C. 
Louw.  We  wish  to  congratulate  them 
and  to  remind  them  to  be  ever  diligent  in 
keeping  the  commandments  of  their 
Heavenly  Father. 

During  the  month  of  November  the 
Ramah  Branch  was  very  active.  The  Re- 
lief Society  sponsored  a  sale  of  work  that 
turned  out  very  successful.  A  dance, 
sponsored  by  the  Mutual,  was  enjoyed  by 
everyone  present.  On  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber the  Ramah  Primary  sponsored  a  dance 
and  through  the  help  of  the  officers  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  complete  financial  and 
social  success.  We  are  very  sorry  to  hear 
of  the  sudden  illness  of  Sister  Rea  Vice. 
She  has  been  ill  for  some  time  and  had  to 
undergo  a  serious  operation.  We  sincerely 
hope  that  she  is  recovering  satisfactorily 
and  will  soon  be  home  with  her  husband. 
Brother  Harry  Sharpe  was  recently  bap- 
tized. We  are  happy  to  welcome  him  into 
the  Gospel  and  hope  he  will  continue  to 
grow  in  his  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing. On  the  22nd  of  December  Sister 
Susanna  Elizabeth  Brummer  was  married 
to  Gerhardus  Louwrens  Botha  at  Ramah. 
Congratulations,  and  may  the  joys  and 
happinesses  of  life  be  yours.  The  Ramah 
Sunday  School  sponsored  a  very  pleasant 
Christmas  Tree  party  on  the  22nd  of 
December.  Gifts  were  given  to  all  in 
attendance  and  everyone  had  an  excellent 
time.  An  Adult  Christmas  Eve  party 
was  given  by  the  Branch  Presidency  on 
Christmas  Eve  and  presents  were  also  ex- 
changed. To  properly  celebrate  the  oc- 
casion, a  progressive  dinner  followed  by 
a  dance  was  held  on  the  31st  December. 
Thus  the  members  of  the  Ramah  Branch 
bid  good-bye  to  the  old  year  and  wel- 
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corned  in  the  new.  Babies  have  arrived 
at  the  homes  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ariel 
T.  Smith  and  Brother  and  Sister  Wally 
van  Staden.  We  wish  to  extend  our  con- 
gratulations. Brother  and  Sister  William 
H.  Brummer  have  returned  from  a  well 
earned  holiday  in  Durban,  where  they 
had  a  wonderful  time  visiting  with  the 
members  there.  The  Ramah  Branch  bade 
farewell  to  Brother  Evan  P.  Wright,  who 
has  returned  to  his  home  and  family  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  also  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Hayden,  who  are  on  their  way  to 
Canada  via  England.  If  everything 
worked  out  as  planned,  Andy  Sutherland 
should  at  this  time  be  at  the  boarding 
school  in  Pietersburg. 

From  the  Transvaal  area  we  learn  that 
attendance  in  all  of  the  branches  is  in- 
creasing, so  much  so  that  their  attendance 
charts  are  having  to  be  made  over  again. 
This  is  indeed  very  encouraging  and  we 
hope  that  the  attendance  continues  to 
grow. 

From  the  Durban  Branch  we  learn  of 
the  baptism  and  confirmation  of  Jaranda 
Louise  Duncan  and  Lorraine  Thelma 
Smith.  The  infant  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Joseph  Melverton  Jakins  was 
blessed  by  his  father  and  named  Lyle 
Dean.  During  the  first  part  of  a  De- 
cember a  baby  daughter  was  born  to 
Sister  W.  J.  Coetzee.  Congratulations. 
On  the  nth  of  December  the  Relief  So- 
ciety held  their  annual  bazaar,  which 
turned  out  very  successful.  A  Christmas 
Tree  party  was  held  by  the  members  of 
the  branch  for  all  of  the  children  on  the 
13th  of  December.  Father  Christmas  ar- 
rived with  all  of  his  toys  and  gifts  and 
everyone  present  had  a  marvellous  time. 
The  Christmas  season  in  Durban  was  en- 
joyed by  all,  but  the  Duncans  had  the 
largest  celebration  when  Sister  Duncan 
gave  birth  to  a  fine  baby  boy.  May  we 
congratulate  them. 

At  Cumorah  we  find  that  most  things 
that  have  been  happening  have  been  lead- 
ing up  to  the  first  annual   Mission  Con- 


ference, the  story  of  which  is  being  written 
up  as  a  separate  item.  Just  previous  to 
the  big  occasion  Brother  Robert  Smith 
and  Sister  Dorothy  Seager  became  one, 
being  married  by  President  Sharp,  and 
we  want  to  wish  them  all  of  the  success 
and  happiness  in  the  world.  On  Ding- 
aan's  Day  the  Mowbray  Branch  held  a 
picnic  out  at  Koofles  Bay ;  the  members 
made  up  and  brought  lunches  for  the 
Elders  and  everyone  had  a  superb  time. 
Everyone  came  home  very  tired  and  sun- 
burnt but  very  happy.  During  the  week 
of  holidays  between  Christmas  and  New 
Year  we  received  the  sad  news  of  the 
death  of  Elder  Crane's  father,  Brother 
Donald  M.  Crane,  of  Australia,  on  the 
26th  of  December.  We  extend  our 
warmest  sympathies  to  Elder  Crane  and 
his  family,  but  even  as  they  have  ex- 
pressed it,  we  too  are  happy  that  Brother 
Crane  has  been  called  to  a  higher  calling. 
The  next  bit  of  news  takes  us  into  the 
month  of  January  to  the  Farewell  Party 
that  was  held  and  sponsored  by  the 
Mutual  Group  for  the  departure  of  Sister 
Helen  Sharp  and  Miss  Joan  Lodge.  On 
Friday,  the  16th  of  January,  they  sailed 
on  the  Warwick  Castle  for  England, 
Sister  Helen  Sharp  is  going  to  spend  at 
least  six  months  more  in  Missionary  work 
and  Miss  Joan  Lodge  is  going  to  live 
with  her  sister.  As  Sister  Helen  Sharp 
is  the  first  one  to  leave  since  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Follands,  everyone  turned 
out  for  the  big  event,  made  a  thorough 
tour  of  the  boat,  and  then  as  the  boat 
pulled  away  from  the  dock  streamers 
were  thrown  from  the  boat  and  the 
Elders  and  families  bade  them  good- 
bye by  singing  familiar  Mutual  songs 
and  "Sweet  is  the  Work."  We  wish 
them  every  success  and  happiness  in 
their  new  locality,  and  again  we  want  to 
thank  them  for  all  they  have  done  here 
in  Sunny  South  Africa.  They  shall  never 
be  forgotten.  On  the  25th  of  January 
the  Cape  District  had  their  first  Confer- 
ence in  the  new  year.  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 
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They  Without  us  Should   Not 
be  Made  Perfect 


Elder  J.    RICHARD   CLARK. 


DURING  the  meridian  of  time,  Jesus 
the  Christ  came  to  this  earth  and  by 
His  perfect  example  and  His  divine 
teachings  gave  us  the  plan  whereby  we 
could  once  more  gain  the  presence  of  our 
Father  in  heaven.  Certain  doctrines  were 
taught  and  ordinances  performed  con- 
structing the  steps  of  the  great  ladder 
which  we  as  individuals  must  climb  to 
reach   His  glorious   presence. 


Elder  J.  Richard  Clark. 

Our  Lord  Jesus  being  a  perfect  man 
must  have  a  perfect  organisation.  An 
organisation  without  fallacies,  one  which 
would  remedy  the  needs  of  everyone  of 
his  children. 

In  the  eleventh  chapter  ol  Hebrews  we 
read  about  the  heroes  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment and  the  great  faith  that  they  had  in 
God.  It  was  this  unwavering  faith  that 
so  favoured  them  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Commencing  with  the  37th  verse  we  read  : 
"They  wore  stoned,  they  were  sawn 
asunder,  were  tempted,  were  slam  with 
the  sword :  they  wandered  about  111 
sheepskins  and  goatskins;  being  destitute, 
afflicted,  tormented  (of  whom  the  world 
was  not  worthy)  :  they  wandered  in  moun- 


tains and  in  deserts  and  in  dens  and  caves 
of  the  earth.  And  these  all,  having  ob- 
tained a  good  report  through  faith  re- 
ceived not  the  promise.  God  having  pro- 
vided some  belter  thing  for  us,  that  they 
without  us  should  not  be  made  perfect." 
Do  we  realise  the  significance  of  this  ? 
These  men  were  so  good  that  the  world 
was  not  worthy  of  them.  They  received 
not  the  promise  because  God  had  already 
provided  whereby  they  with  us  can  be- 
come more  perfect. 

Looking  further  into  our  Bible  we  find 
that  when  Peter  delivered  his  masterful 
discourse  to  the  multitude  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  the  people  were  "pricked  in 
their  heart"  and  asked  Peter  what  they 
should  do  ?  "And  Peter  said  unto  them  : 
Repent,  and  be  baptised  everyone  of  you 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  promise  is 
unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to 
all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call."  (Acts  2  :  38-39.) 
Here  Peter  tells  them  that  the  promise  is 
unto  them  and  their  children  and  as  many 
as  the  Lord  would  caU,  if  they  would  be 
baptised.  We  know  that  baptism  is  neces- 
sary to  salvation,  for  as  Jesus  told  Nico- 
demus :  "That  unless  a  man  be  born  of 
the  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God."  (John 
3:5.)  We  also  know  that  God  does  not 
deal  with  non-essentials,  nor  requires  that 
which  is  not  necessary  for  his  children — 
therefore,  when  God  commanded  that  we 
"be  born  of  the  water  and  of  the  Spirit  to 
enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God"  it  must 
be  understood  that  this  baptism  is  essen- 
tial for  salvation.  To  say  it  is  .non- 
essential or  to  question  its  importance,  is 
to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  wisdom  of 
(Continued  on  page  11.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

March,    194a 


Sacrament  Cem. 

0  Lord  of  Hosts  we  f\ow  invoke...      r      . 
Thy  Spirit  most  divine;  •  ,  .  .^ 

To  cleanse  our  hearts  while  we  partake 
The  broken  bread  and  wine.  ' 

Gospel  Doctrine. 

But  without  faith  it  is.  impossible  to 
please  him :  for  he  that  cometh  to  God 
must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  ca 
rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him. 

Hebrews  11 : 6. 

Gospel  Message. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature.         Mark  16:15. 

Seniors. 

Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he 
obedience  by  the  things  which  he  .suffered. 

Hebrews  5:8. 

Juniors. 

For  God  so  loved  the  World,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life.      John  3  '16. 

Intermediate  Class. 

We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all 
that  He  does  now  reveal,  and  we  believe 
that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great  and 
important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom 
of  God.       9th  Article  of  Faith, 

Primary. 

Thou  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  thy  neigh- 
bur,  nor  do  him  any  harm. 

D.  and  C.  42:27. 

Kindergarten. 

Unto  others  always  do 
As  you  would  have  others 
Do  again  in  turn  to  you 
As  sisters  and  as  brothers. 

RELIEF    SOCIETY    CORNER 

Ida  C.  Sharp 


BANANA  NUT  BREAD. 
2  eggs. 
I  $up  shorten 'ng.  ,, ... 


.      £  cup  sugar. 

3  crushed  bananas. 
:;;:-     1  teaspoon  soda  sifted  with  2  cups  flour. 
i-  •■'•*    I  teaspoon  salt. 
£  cup  nuts. 

Method  for  mixing. 

Cream  sugar  and  shortening  together  and 
add  the  beaten  eggs.  Crush  the  bananas 
and  add.  -Now  add  the  flour  sifted  together 
with  the  soda  and  salt.)  Add  the  nuts 
chopped  and  stir  all  together.  Put  in  a 
greased  loaf  pan.  Bake  for  1  hour  in  a 
.moderate  oven,  about  375°. 
v  This  amount  makes  one.  nice  sized  loaf. 

Dutch  Mission. — From  page  7. 

At  last  it  came,  the  final  permission. 
The  potatoes  could  be  sent  to  Germany. 
Immediately  the  potatoes  were  loaded. 
Shortly  after  midnight,  everything  was 
prepared  for  the  journey. 

During  the  night  of  November  6  and 
7,  the  trucks  began  the  eastward  trek, 
heavily  laden  with  precious  potatoes — a 
symbol  of  the  practical  application  of  a 
living  religion. 

They  Without  Us  should  not  be  made  Perfect. 

—From  page  10. 
God,  who  has  ordained  it  as  a  means  to 
the  salvation  of  man.  We  read  that  John 
the  Baptist  baptised  for  the  remission  of 
sins.  ,  Therefore  it  appears  that  baptism 
is  the  means  appointed  through  which 
forgiveness  of  sins  is  obtained,  and  since 
it  is  evident  that  men  cannot  be  saved  in 
their  sins,  and  remission  of  sins  comes 
through  baptism,  then  baptism  is  neces- 
sary to  salvation. 

'*"  The  question  naturally  arises,  what  is 
to  become  of  those  who  have  not  received 
this  ordinance  ?  Are  they  to  be  cut  off 
without  opportunity  ?  That  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  great  fairness  and 
justice  that  God  has  always  shown  His 
children.  Therefore,  to  eliminate  such  a 
possibility  in  Christ's  perfect  organisa- 
tion, He  would  have  to  provide  a  plan 
to  give  all  His  children  equal  opportuni- 
ties for  salvation.  It  is  concerning  those 
pec/ple  who  have  passed  beyond,  for 
whom  many  say  there  is  no  hope,  that  we 
shall  now  consider. 

(Continyed  on   page  12  ) 
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Our  Saviour,   "being  quickened  by  the 
spirit,"  preached  to  those  spirits  "which 
sometime  were  disobedient,  when  once  the 
long  suffering  of  God  waited- in  the  days 
of   Noah,    while  the  ark  was  preparing, 
wherein    few,    that    is,    eight   souls   were 
saved  by  water,  the  like  figure  whereunto 
even   baptism    doth    now    also   save   us." 
i    Peter  3.19-20.)     Did  He  go  into  the 
spirit  world  to  teach  them  the  Gospel  just 
to  torment  them,  telling  them  that  they 
couldn't    receive    salvation    without    bap- 
tism which  is  an  earthly  ordinance  ?    This 
cannot  be.    We  read  :  "For,  for  this  cause 
was  the  Gospel  preached  to  them  that  are 
dead,  that  they  may  be  judged  according 
to  men  in  the  flesh  but  live  according  to 
God  in  the  Spirit."    (1  Peter  4:6.)     Man 
cannot  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the 
flesh  unless  he  has  complied  to  all  earthly 
requirements  pertaining   lo  his  salvation. 
Neither  can  man  live  according  to  God 
in  the  spirit  without  first  perfecting  him- 
self.    Therefore,  it  is  evident  that  these 
people   need    this   work   done    for   them, 
even   though   they   have  passed   beyond. 
The  Lord,  speaking  through  the  prophet 
Malachi,     says :     "Behold,     I    will    send 
Elijah  the  prophet,  before  the  coming  of 
the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lorel, 
and  he  shall  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers 
to  the  children  and  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren to  their  fathers,  lest  I  come  and  smite 
the  earth  with  a  curse."    (Malachi  4  :  5-6.) 
How  can  this  be  done  ? 

As  a  solution  to  this  question,  Paul,  in 
proving  the  resurrection  to  the  Corinthian 
saints,  said:  "Else  what  shall''-. they  do 
which  are  baptised  for  the  dead  ?  If  the 
dead  rise  not  at  all ;  why  are  they  then 
baptised  for  the  dead  ?"  This  clearly 
shows  us  that  the  ordinance  was  definitely 
ptactised:a£ter  the  time  of  Christ.  That 
it  was  also  practised  during  the  first  two 
or.  three  centuries  thereafter  is  upheld  by 
many  early  writers.  From  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Council  of  Carthage,  held 
A.D.  397,  we  find  that  baptism  for  the 
dead  was  being  practised  among  some  at 
least  of  the  Christians  as  late  as  that  year, 
for  the  council's  sixth  canon  forbids  any 


longer  the  administration  .pf  baptism  and 
holy  communion  fpr'the,3ead.  (Roberts, 
The  Gospel,  page  '247). 

If  the  true  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
taken  from  the  earth  with  the  'Apostacy, 
then  it  would  needs  be  necessary  for  this 
work  for  the  dead  to  be'' restored  along 
with  the  fullness  of  the  everlasting 
gospel . 

The  power  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers  to  their  children,  was  given  to 
Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  in  the 
Kirtland  Temple  in  1836.  In  the.  very. 
next  year,  a  devoted,  Christian  lady  in 
Bennington,  Vermont,  named  Sarah  Har- 
wood  Robinson,  printed  a  little  genealogy 
of  94  pages,  among  the  first  published  in 
America.  What  lead  her  to  do  so  ?  Since 
that  time,  the  Spirit  of  Elijah  has  so 
filled  the  earth  that  hundreds  of  Genea- 
logical Societies  have  sprung  up  through- 
out the  world.  Why  are  they  doing  this 
work?  They  know  not  why,  but  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  know.  .  .  .  Tho 
hearts  of  the  children  are  being  turned  to 
their  fathers,  fulfilling  the  prophecy 
made  by  Malachi  in  restoring  the  sealing 
power  of  the  priesthood.  It  is  through 
the  sealing  of  the  children  and  the  fore- 
fathers that  links' the  greift  family  chain. 
We  do  for  our  ancestors  the  vicarious 
ordinances  that  are  necessary  for  their 
exaltation  which  they  were  not  able  to  do 
for  themselves,  thereby  completing  the 
requirements  for  perfecting  man.  Bap- 
tism is  but  the  fir^'Po'f  these  and  the  gate- 
way to  "the  Celestial1  Kingdom. 

Salvation  for  the  dead  is  one  of  the 
most  important  doctrines  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ.  .. It  gives  us,  as  members, 
a  great  responsibility,  and  many  obliga- 
tions to  our  forefathers.  How  are  we 
going  to  feel  when  we .  go  before  the 
judgment  bar  of  God  and  we  havejaeen 
lax  in  this  obligation,  thus  delaying  the 
perfection  of  our  worthy  ancestors.  Let 
this  not  happen  fo  us !  There  is  a  great 
task  ahead  of  us.  We  yiust  not  fail  to 
meet  that  responsibility ! 


S.A.  Electric  Printing  Co.  (Pty.)  Ltd..  28/30  Preetwich  Street.  Cape  Town. 


